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Years ago I interviewed a famous 
Bangkok tailor who was quite sur-
prised by my initial question, “Do 
you prefer people who know what 
they are doing when the buy a 
suit or not know what they are do-
ing?” 

He replied that he preferred when 
clients know what they want, 
what to expect and what all this 
means in terms of time, cost and 
quality. 

With this in mind, at our meeting 
on 16 December, I was very im-
pressed with VJ’s successful ef-
forts to teach us how to be better 
consumers of the tailor-made in-
dustry in Bangkok, while carefully 
balancing his entrepreneurial 
spirit and avoided an actual pitch 
- which I felt he did very well and 
with a sense of humor even when 
questions led him close to sales. 

Taking us into his world, he 
shared five important secrets that 
should help most of us. 

First secret is fabric choice. Al-

most 90 percent of shops in 
Bangkok carry substandard fab-
rics that claim to be Italian wools. 

Most of the fabrics you see with 
cashmere and wool written on the 
selvedge does not have even 1% 
wool and definitely 0% cashmere. 
If it is cheap, it cannot be wool it 
has to be polyester. 

Second, the majority of the tailor 
shops do not have any tailors. 

They claim to be tailor shops but 
are actually only fabric traders. 
These people originally sell fab-
rics and when the demand arises 
they outsource substandard tai-
lors with no formal training to 
have your suit cut. You can usu-
ally find them tucked away in 
sweatshops inside Bangkok side 
streets. Usually uneducated, 
more importantly, they have no 
formal training in sewing. 

Third, tailored suits can be com-
pared to a car. You get what you 
pay for and not much more… No 
matter how the salesman might 

try to convince you otherwise. 

Fourth, when you see a tailor 
making suits within 24 hours, it 
will look cheap. You have to give 
time for everything to be the way 
it is intended and suits are no dif-
ferent… enjoy fittings, they will 
make the difference. 

Fifth, the commissions tailors pay 
can be as high as 30 per cent, 
which no businessman takes out 
of his own pockets. You can be 
sure It will be charged to you. 



Rotary in pictures 

▲ Rtn Jim and Former Rtn Bernard catch up 
while Rtn Mikko pretends not to listen…. 

▲ Rtn Dougie, his guest VJ and Rtn Stan 
(with the excellent reading selection)     
discuss tailor-made solutions to Fridays - 
RCBS meetings... 

◄ Rtn Aree, Visiting 
Rotarian Hans, Rtn 
Carol and SAA Rudy 
demonstrating why 
VJ knows he has a 
huge market potential 
at RCBS... 



Luang Sit News 
Luang Sit Fellowship Students Graduated in 2010 

Thank you for those who supported Luang Sit 
Fellowship. 
Details of your students together with tax de-
ductible receipts are being distributed by Khun 
Prakai. 

We are pleased to announce that 52 students 
under this scholarship programme graduated 
last year with one achieving First Class Honors. 
Details of these students and their sponsors 
are shown below. 

Luang Sit Fellow Student Name University / Institution 
Andrew MacPherson Miss Nutsarin Kransang Faculty of Education, Burirum Rajabhat University 
Andries Grabowsky Mr Al-armaen Hila Faculty of Nurse, Princess of Naradhiwas University 
Ashraf Fancy Miss Pawadee Sunanta Facuty of Engineering, Chiang Mai University  
Banvech Chantrasmi Miss Pisamorn Pholsriak Faculty of Education, Sakon Nakhon Rajabhat University 
Boonchit Santikarn Mr Amorntap Buaphon Faculty of Nurse, Praboromarajchanok Institute Chantaburi 
Boonkua Lourvanij Miss Kanokwan Meewongdaeng Faculty of Nurse, Naresuan University 
Boonkua Lourvanij Mr Is-sara Pathawong Faculty of Science, Khon Kaen University 
Bryan Baldwin Miss Naiyarat Santaweesuk Faculty of Public Health, Ubonratchathani College 
Chainarong Indharameesup Mr Phiwa Towbut Faculty of Law, Roi - Et Rajabhat University 
Chamnarn Viravan Mr Wutthikri Chantasila (1st) Engineering, King Mongkut's Institute of Technology  
Chantimaporn Mekdhanasarn Miss Nanthana Sripromting Faculty of Science, Udonthani Rajabhat University 
David Record Mr Somchok Kaewutus Faculty of Education, Khon Kaen University 
Duangta Ineiam Miss Supawadee Khumsuksri Faculty of Nurse, Mahidol University 

Frank Crocker Mr Anucha Keatikun Faculty of Engineering, Silpakorn University 
Jaana Kopra Miss Sirinapa Kaewkanok Boromarajonani College of Nursing Nonthaburi 
John Allan  Miss Patchara Chanti Faculty of Nurse, Naresuan University 
Joop Van Delden Miss Supaporn Chaikar Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University 
Krit Wongsaengarunsri Miss Nongluck Poungdokmai Faculty of Nursing, Burapha University 
Kurt Wachtveitl  Mr Chatchai Issara Nursing, Boromarajonani College,Nakhon Si Thammarat 
Lalit Kumar Miss Sudarat Saisom Faculty of Management, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University 
Marc Lavoie Miss Sukanya Kemmee Accountancy and Management, Mahasarakham University 
Marcel Dubbelman Miss Kanok-on Leakdee Faculty of Education, Taksin University 
Michael Doyle Mr Narongchai Boonsuk Faculty of Social Sciences, Chiangrai Rajabhat University 
Michael Ellis Miss Farida Chealate Faculty of Nurse, Boromarajonani College of Nursing Bangkok 
Nigel Hardy Miss Nutthakarn Petrat Faculty of Humanities and Social Science, Burapha University 
Ole Madsen Miss Doungsamorm Saopan Faculty of Nursing, Mahidol University 
Ole Madsen Mr Chaloemsak Choklab Home Economic Technology, Rajamongkala University 
Ole Madsen Miss Pornniya Ditsatean Faculty of Management, Prince of Songkla University 
Peter Bull Miss Nutsara Saekao Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart University 
Peter Holman Miss Noppavon Pronak Faculty of Law, Mae Fah Luang University 
Philip Baechtold Mr Ithipong Boonton Faculty of Agriculture, Chiang Mai University 
Poul Weber Mr Thanutchai Phothirat Faculty of Management, Mahasarakham Rajabhat University 
Praphan Hutasingh Miss Uma Puengmuang Commerce and Accountancy, Thammasat University 
Prasert Mangkornkarn Mr Amornchai Suksusit Faculty of Medical Technology, Mahidol University 
Rick Smith Mr Chairiya Siriyutsakul Faculty of Science, Maejo University 

Rui Belo Miss Narin Pairao Faculty of Nursing, Srinakharinwirot University 
Sean Brady Mr Dacha Pissamuy Faculty of Science, Thammasat University 
Thomas Whitcraft Mr Satit Boonkan Faculty of Law, Ubonrajathanee University 
Vichai Tantrativud Mr Anucha Chanthongmoung Science and Technology, Nakhon Pathom Rajabhat University 
Supported by interest fund Miss Parichat Suwanrak Home Economic Technology, Rajamongkala University 
Supported by interest fund Miss Rungnapa Chooklen Faculty of Public Health, Mahasarakam University 
Supported by interest fund Miss Maisiri Saludtook Faculty of Nursing, Kuakarun College of Nursing 
Supported by interest fund Miss Natruedee Thamarit Faculty of Humanities and Social Science, Mahasarakham University 
Supported by interest fund Miss Krittika Savantana Faculty of Agriculture, Chiang Mai University 
Supported by interest fund Miss Pairin Boossabung Faculty of Nurse, Bangkok Nursing College 
Supported by interest fund Miss Sirintra Chamchuree Faculty of Art, Suan Dusit Rajabhat University 
Supported by interest fund Miss Nanthawan Nandee Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubonrajathanee University 
Supported by interest fund Mr Arunchai Vinkomin Faculty of Mass Communication, Chiang Mai University 
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Happy Birthdays 
Mikko Savilaakso (26 December) 
Pichai Kanivichaporn (28 December) 
Oldrich Capek (29 December) 
Wedding Anniversary Greetings 
PP John Quarmby (28 December) 
Attendance for 16 December 2011: 55% 
Present 38, Make-up 7, Absent 37, Exemption 26, Total 108 
Visiting on 9 December 2011 
Bangkok: Mohan Utamchandani 
Bangkapi: Asvin Smardond, PDG Krit Indhewat 
Yowwaraj: Suvimol Sripapattanavong 
From Abroad 
Per Dibber (Bruxelles Vesale, Belgium) 
Hans Mannheim (Minerva, Holland) 
Hans Westman (Hoganas-Kullen, Sweden) 
Wendell Christoff (Lowell, USA) 
Invited Guests Introduced by 
Derek van Pelt PP Don Lavoie 
Stuart Lucani Doug Riach 
Ben Ferguson John Casella 
Vijay Kishnani Doug Riach 
Recent Make-up 
Bangkapi, 13/12/11: Jim Fowler 
Make-up Credit 
Service Projects Committee, 13/12/11: David Record,      
PP John Quarmby, Vince Shueh, Volker Betsch 
Membership Committee, 7/12/11: PE Nick Pisalyaput,        
P Mark Butters, PDG Praphan Hutasingh, PP Ole Madsen,    
PP Vichai Tantrativud, Jon Plate, Rui Belo, Mike Schulz 
Christmas Diner, 8/12/11: DGE Alex Mavro, Carol Kuhn, 
Chip Bowness, Dean Outerson, Doug Riach, Henry Kosim, 
Ian Morris, Jon Plate, PP John Quarmby, Junior Shaw, 
Maarten Worp, Mark Marshall, Mike Schulz, PE Nick         
Pisalyaput, PP Nigel Hardy, Peter Upperton, Prasert      
Mangkornkarn, Rudy van der Hoeven, Tyrone Jenkins,       
PP Don Lavoie, Stan Bailey 

Club Calendar 
 

 
Friday, 30 December (Lunch) 

No Meeting 
 

Friday 6 January (Lunch) 
Chris Thatcher & Team 

New Year Predictions 
 

Friday, 13 January (Lunch) 
Dr Mike Moreton 

Epidemics 
 

Friday, 20 January (Lunch) 
HE Douglas Gibson 

Ambassador of South Africa 
to the Kingdom of Thailand 

 
Friday, 27 January 

06.00 to 14.00 
Coins on Silom 

 
Polio Plus Phase 1: 18 January 2012 

 
Thursday, 02 February (Paul Harris Dinner) 

Pichai Chuensuksawadi 
 

Polio Plus Phase 2: 15 February 2012 
 

Thursday, 01 March 2012 
Club Golf Tournament 

 
For Bangkok South Events 
rotarybangkoksouth.org/ 

calendar-of-events 

From the waters to Water 

Wolfgang (Wasser Kaiser) is organizing the inauguration of two CDWS in 
Sukhothai and Lampang Province, set for Friday, 30 December 2011. 

There will also be a Club meeting on 29 December with RC of Sawank-
haklok North resulting in three make ups. Transport will be by private car. 

For further details, contact Wolfgang at wolfgangminderjahn@gmail.com 

 
 

New Year’s 
CDWS trip 
planned 


